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“everyone is our dear neighbor.” While Cal
Poly’s Newman Catholic Center brought the
gifted educator to the Central Coast, it is
through her social and restorative justice work
that she has truly made her mark.

On the heels of her energetic work with stu-
dents and community parishes, and following
medical leave for serious illness, she brought
the “Get on the Bus” program to California
Men’s Colony in San Luis Obispo County. A
bus filled with the children and spouses of
prisoners travels to the prison for a reunion
party that offers hope for the families.

Sister Theresa has worked with the SLO
County Sheriff, the California Department of
Corrections, Parole and the Courts to make
restorative justice a reality in San Luis Obispo
County. This tireless, well respected commu-
nity leader believes offenders were once vic-
tims whose own traumas were never ad-
dressed. She is devoted to healing those inju-
ries so that once released, prisoners can
move forward to productive lives.

Her fervent dedication to helping the incar-
cerated led to founding Restorative Partners, a
program providing re-entry services to the in-
carcerated. Sister Theresa is a certified
facilitator for the Alternatives to Violence
Project, the Aggression Replacement Training
and the Thinking for A Change Program. She
has implemented and taught non-judgmental
techniqgues and most importantly, restorative
justice, which provides healing for all parties,
both victim and offender.

Restorative Partners, founded over an In N
Out Burger conversation with Sheriff lan Par-
kinson, celebrates its tenth anniversary this
year. The successful program has brought to-
gether law enforcement, private business and
faith-based organizations, under the shared
mission to “get to the source” of individual's
issues and move forward.

In just ten years, Restorative Partners has
expanded mentorship to help returning citizens
navigate reentry. With an eye on the high cost
of living on the Central Coast, RP now pro-
vides re-entry homes for men and women, in-
cluding Anna’s Home for Women and Chil-
dren, which reunites formerly incarcerated
mothers with their children while offering a
drug treatment program. The challenges of
COVID created an entirely new set of needs,
chief among them domestic violence treatment
and expanded drug and alcohol treatment.
With Sister Theresa’s leadership, Restorative
Partners continues to evolve and offer life-
changing support. What began started as an
in-custody service, the non-profit organization
has grown to meet any need of families af-
fected by incarceration and the challenges of
re-entry. And it is working: the recidivism rate
for those Sister Theresa works with is only 10
percent.

Sister Theresa is an incredible presence in
our community. | am honored to recognize
Sister Theresa for her continued commitment
to residents of San Luis Obispo County. | ask
all Members to join me today in honoring an
exceptional woman of California’s 24th Con-
gressional District, Sister Theresa Harpin, for
her incredible service to her community.
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ELLYSIA VEGA
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 8, 2022

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Ellysia Vega
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award.

Ellysia Vega is a student at Jefferson Jr./Sr.
High School and received this award because
her determination and hard work have allowed
her to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Ellysia
Vega is exemplary of the type of achievement
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels
strive to make the most of their education and
develop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Ellysia Vega for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassador for Youth award. |
have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments.

—

TROY WADE EULOGY

HON. DINA TITUS

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 8, 2022

Ms. TITUS. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor the accomplishments and celebrate the
life of Troy E. Wade.

Robert Oppenheimer once said of the great
physicist Niels Bohr about his contribution to
the development of the atomic bomb: “It was
a heroic time. It was not the doing of any one
man; it involved the collaboration of scores of
scientists from many different lands. But from
first to last, the deeply creative, subtle and
critical spirit of Niels Bohr guided, restrained,
deepened, and finally transmuted the enter-
prise.”

| believe the same thing could be said of
Troy Wade and the nuclear weapons testing
program. He guided, restrained, deepened,
and transmuted the enterprise for policy mak-
ers, posterity, and for me personally.

Troy certainly guided and transmuted the
testing program for policy makers in his many
positions in state and federal government, in-
cluding as President Reagan’s Assistant Sec-
retary of Energy for Defense Programs. As
NTS historian Darwin Morgan said, “He was
not a Washington stuffed shirt.” Instead, he
was known to be a listener and used tact and
tolerance to move his agenda which was al-
ways to protect this country and help promote
peace.

This was confirmed when | had a political
event at Desert Research Institute during my
first campaign for Congress. Troy was there to
keep an eye on things and reassure the sweet
little lady docents that the secret service dogs
were not going to run off with the prehistoric
bones in the museum. When Vice President
Biden arrived, before | could introduce them,
he said, “Oh, | know Troy Wade. | sat across
the table from him many times in the Senate
Foreign Affairs Committee. He was a tough
but fair negotiator. A straight shooter, some-
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one you could trust.” Obviously, no introduc-
tion was necessary.

Troy also translated the testing program for
posterity. He wanted people to know the story,
the whole story, of the test site and the men
and women on the front lines who helped us
win the Cold War. To this end, Troy leaned on
Nick and Chuck and Bruce and Linda who re-
financed their houses (without telling their
spouses, although | bet Mary knew) to fund an
atomic testing museum. The museum, thank-
fully, was a success. It is Smithsonian-sanc-
tioned and draws thousands of visitors annu-
ally, from local school children to foreign dig-
nitaries alike. And it indeed tells the whole
story. In addition to bomb replicas, it relates
the plight of the downwinders and offers a
wonderful exhibit on the impact of the bomb
on U.S. popular culture.

Troy and | got in a bit of trouble, however,
when | introduced a bill in the state legislature
to create a special license plate to raise
money for the museum. We wanted to put a
mushroom cloud on it. As George Knapp
quipped on Channel 8 News, it “would kick
sand in the face of any other plate on the
road.” Governor Guinn, unfortunately, vetoed
our choice and we settled for the stylized atom
design offered today.

Finally, Troy transmuted the enterprise for
me personally. He patiently answered ques-
tions as | did research for my book and often
steered me in the right direction. He helped
me secure AEC documents and records for
the public reading room of the museum and
he spoke to my classes. Most importantly, he
became my friend. | often referred to Troy as
the “ultimate cold warrior”. | hope he took it as
a compliment, because that's certainly how |
meant it. Like so many of his family, friends,
and coworkers, | will miss him very much. As
will a grateful Nation.

———

CONGRATULATING  WILLIAM C.
BAKER ON HIS RETIREMENT
FROM THE CHESAPEAKE BAY
FOUNDATION

HON. STENY H. HOYER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 8, 2022

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to ask the House to join me in recognizing
William C. Baker for his thirty-nine years of
environmental advocacy as President of the
Chesapeake Bay Foundation (CBF). Will has
demonstrated a sincere passion for improving
the health of the Bay and ensuring that its en-
vironmental resources are preserved for future
generations. Will has been a good friend, and
I've been proud to work closely with him
throughout the years to fight for a cleaner and
healthier Chesapeake Bay.

Since he first began his distinguished career
with the CBF as an intern in 1976, Will worked
relentlessly to protect and restore the Chesa-
peake Bay. Will became president in 1982, in-
heriting an immediate crisis: the 1982 Chesa-
peake Bay Study had just concluded that the
Bay was dying. He spoke to the United States
Senate, urging senators not only to maintain
the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA)
presence on the Bay but to establish an office
to coordinate and monitor restoration efforts
among the states in its watershed. Thanks to
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his advocacy and hard work, Maryland, Vir-
ginia, Pennsylvania, the District of Columbia,
the EPA, and the Chesapeake Bay Commis-
sion together signed the Chesapeake Bay
Agreement and committed jointly to clean up
the Bay.

During Will's tenure as president, the CBF
reached new heights of success. His work
helped expand the CBF’s membership to over
300,000 and inspired so many Marylanders to
share his passion for preserving one of our
nation’s greatest natural treasures. He raised
the CBF’s national profile, and the Save the
Bay movement received international atten-
tion. Under Will's leadership, the CBF received
the 1992 Presidential Medal for Environmental
Excellence—our nation’s highest environ-
mental honor—for its environmental education
program. He was instrumental in the CBF’s ef-
forts to help restore the Bay’s oyster popu-
lation, which is critical not only to preserving a
fragile ecosystem but also to sustaining and
supporting one of the key aquaculture indus-
tries in our state. Although challenges remain,
the CBF’s efforts have greatly improved the
Bay’s health and continue to drive efforts for-
ward today to ensure that generations of
Marylanders and Americans will be able to
treasure the Chesapeake in the future.

Madam Speaker, | offer Will my congratula-
tions on retiring from public service after a ca-
reer of great contribution to the well-being of
Maryland’s beloved Chesapeake Bay. | hope
all of my colleagues will join me in recognizing
William C. Baker as he celebrates this mile-
stone and in wishing him all the best in the fu-
ture.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF JAMES A.
CONAHAN, GREATER WILKES-
BARRE FRIENDLY SONS OF ST.
PATRICK MAN OF THE YEAR

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 8, 2022

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Madam Speaker, today
| honor James A. Conahan who will be named
the 2022 Greater Wilkes-Barre Friendly Sons
of St. Patrick Man of the Year at the organiza-
tion’s annual gathering on Friday, March 11,
2022. James joins an impressive cohort of
men recognized by the Friendly Sons as Man
of the Year, including his father who was hon-
ored in 2002.

James, born and raised in Wilkes-Barre,
Pennsylvania, is the son of James Francis and
Clare Conahan. He graduated from E.L. Mey-
ers High School with the Class of 1981 and
went on to attend King’'s College, earning a
degree in health care management and play-
ing baseball for the Monarchs.

James began his career in the health care
field at Nesbitt Memorial Hospital in Kingston,
Pennsylvania, where he worked as the man-
ager of the sterile processing and distribution
department. Following his work at Nesbitt Me-
morial Hospital, he joined the staff at Scranton
Community Medical Center, now Geisinger
CMC, as the operating room materials man-
ager. For the past 24 years, James has
worked as an executive sales account man-
ager for 3M Medical Solutions Division where
he serves the acute hospital market.

James has been a longtime supporter and
member of the Greater Wilkes-Barre Friendly
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Sons of St. Patrick, promoting and preserving
Irish heritage in our region. He has served as
president and president advisor, and he is the
current chair of the Annual Golf Committee
and Scholarship Committee, which supports a
scholarship for local college students of Irish
descent. He has been, and continues to be,
involved in many of the Friendly Sons’ en-
deavors, including the guest bartender pro-
gram, the annual Wilkes-Barre St. Patrick’s
Day celebration, and the Irish teacher’s pro-
gram. In 2014, he was awarded the pres-
tigious Michael “Mickey” Hayden Memorial
Award by past president and Hayden’s grand-
son, Patrick Peters, for his commitment pre-
serving the region’s Irish heritage.

In addition to his service to the Friendly
Sons, James has been a familiar face
throughout the community, lending his time
and expertise to organizations in the area. As
a former collegiate baseball player, he shared
his love and knowledge of the game as an of-
ficial for the Pennsylvania Interscholastic Ath-
letic Association (PIAA) and as president of
the Wyoming Valley Chapter of the PIAA
Baseball Umpires. He spent ten years on the
board of the Wyoming Valley Sanitary Author-
ity as chair of the Personnel Committee and
assistant treasurer. As a lifelong resident of
Wilkes-Barre, James has been actively in-
volved in promoting the growth and develop-
ment of the city. He currently sits on the
boards of the Wilkes-Barre Parking Authority
and Wilkes-Barre Municipal Authority. He also
serves as ad hoc chair of the Wilkes-Barre
Redevelopment Authority.

It is an honor to join with the Greater
Wilkes-Barre Friendly Sons of St. Patrick in
recognizing James as the Man of the Year. He
has been a great champion of the City of
Wilkes-Barre and the preservation of Irish
American heritage in the region. | wish him all
the best on St. Patrick’s Day.

—————

RECOGNIZING BEN MEYERS OF
DELANO, MINNESOTA

HON. TOM EMMER

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 8, 2022

Mr. EMMER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in recognition of Ben Meyers, from my home-
town of Delano, Minnesota. During the 2022
Winter Olympics, Ben played on the United
States men’s ice hockey team as a forward.

Ben comes to Team USA from the Univer-
sity of Minnesota, where he is a junior. He
serves as the team captain for the Gophers.

| congratulate Ben on making it to the Olym-
pics. We'’re lucky to have such a talented
young athlete in our backyard.

EVAN YELLOWFOX
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 8, 2022

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Evan
Yellowfox for receiving the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.

Evan Yellowfox is a student at Drake Middle
School and received this award because his
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determination and hard work have allowed him
to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Evan
Yellowfox is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Evan Yellowfox for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassador for Youth award. |
have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedica-
tion and character in all of his future accom-
plishments.

———

CONGRATULATING CONNIE MILLER
ON 45 YEARS AT THE BROWN
HOUSE

HON. JIM BANKS

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 8, 2022

Mr. BANKS. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor Ms. Connie Miller of Auburn, who just
celebrated her 45th year working at The
Brown House restaurant.

Known for delicious ice cream and savory
coney hot dogs, The Brown House has served
the community of Auburn since 1949 when it
first opened as a concession stand at the
DeKalb County Free Fall Fair. Few things
have changed about it since.

Two weeks before her 16th birthday in
1977, Connie started working at The Brown
House. At the time, she was a sophomore
working part time and did not intend to be
there long. She was hired by owners Tom and
Marcia Armstrong, who would operate the
business for a total of 43 years until their re-
spective retirement in 2019—yet further proof
of the restaurant’s continuity.

Connie is definitive when asked what she
enjoys most about her job. “People,” she
says. When regulars patron the restaurant,
they talk with her and ask about her on the
occasion she is not there. She provides more
than just a well-prepared meal, but a smile
and fellowship to friends and patrons—in her
eyes, one in the same.

People like Connie make our community
and country great. As American hero Agnes
Meyer Driscoll once said, “Fortunate are the
people whose roots are deep.” Few people’s
roots run deeper in Auburn than Connie, and
our community is eternally grateful for it.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. STEVEN M. PALAZZ0

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 8, 2022

Mr. PALAZZO. Madam Speaker, due to an
emergency landing and the necessary cleanup
at the airport, my flight to D.C. was signifi-
cantly delayed.

Had | been present, | would have voted
YEA on Roll Call No. 58 and YEA on Roll Call
No. 59.
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